
 

Avatar is a 2009 American epic science fiction film written and directed by James Cameron and starring Sam Worthington, Zoe Saldana, Stephen Lang, Michelle Rodriguez and Sigourney Weaver. Avatar was released in regular and IMAX theaters on December 18, 2009. It grossed over $2 billion worldwide making it the highest-grossing film of all time as well as the first to reach a net profit of $2
billion or more. A sequel to the film titled Avatar 2 is scheduled for release on December 16, 2020. The film was nominated for nine Academy Awards and won four, for Best Cinematography, Best Sound Editing, Best Visual Effects and Best Directing. It was also nominated for nine Saturn Awards and won four trophies, with its most notable win being the award for Best Science Fiction Film. The
film also received an Emmy Award nomination for Outstanding Special Visual Effects. A third volume of "Avatar: The Last Airbender" comic books will be published in May 2020 by Dark Horse Comics. In a human-controlled Alpha Centauri system a large tree grows on Pandora – a lush moon that was previously thought destroyed – having been saved from the extinction event of 250 years before
by the Engineers who created the moon. Scientists explore the planet Pandora and soon discover that it has a breathable atmosphere and an otherworldly ecosystem. However, the Na'vi things that live there believe that humans are destroying their world and ruthlessly attack. An international coalition of scientists led by Dr. Grace Augustine use flying drones to destroy the avatar's forest in retaliation,
but is discovered by the Na'vi who seek to end the conflict. Na'vi shaman Dr. Newton is sent to Earth in order to appeal for peace between humans and his people, but he is captured by Colonel Miles Quaritch. With his assistant Dr. Max Patel trapped on Pandora, Newton is forced to decipher the local writing system which he eventually discovers is an extraterrestrial language. As Dr. Augustine had
suspected, the tree on Pandora contains a fabled Tree of Souls that was planted by extraterrestrials called the Engineers. The tree's roots are connected to a monolithic structure on Pandora known as "the Heart of the World" which is emitting a signal that attracts more alien beings. A group of humans led by journalist Jake Sully attempt to mine for unobtanium while two Na'vi named Tsu'tey and Buar
seek to protect their homeland from intruders, but are discovered by Quaritch who plans on sacrificing them for his own greed. In order to infiltrate the clan from which the Na'vi hunt from afar, Jake allows himself to be kidnapped by the sacred giant banshee known as Toruk, where he then bonds with and tames it like a Na'vi. After bonding with the creatures and acquiring their unique abilities and
culture, he is given a chance to purchase an animal totem – a dragon-like creature called "Toruk" – which would allow him to blend in with his new kinsmen. He is approached by Commander Trudy Chacón's unit, but refuses.
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